AMENDED IN SENATE MARCH 29, 2001

SENATE BILL No. 447

Introduced by Senator Vasconcellos

February 21, 2001

An act—te—add—SeeHené:?—Q?—S—te—H%e—Heal%h—andSa#e&@eﬂdﬂng
to emergency medical services.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSELS DIGEST

SB 447, as amended, Vasconcellos—Emergeney-Medical-Services
Systems—Coordinating—Ceuncitmergency care and trauma care
services: evaluatian

Existing law, the Emergency Medical Services System and the
Prehospital Emergency Medical Care Personnel Act, declares
legislative intent to provide for a statewide system for emergency
medical services by establishing the Emergency Medical Services
Authority, which is responsible for coordinating and integrating all
state activities concerning emergency medical services. Under existing
law, other entities, such as the Commission on Emergency Medical
Services have specified duties with respect to the state emergency
medical services system.

This bill would require the authority to conduct an evaluation to
assess the effectiveness of existing emergency care and trauma care
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services in improving and providing support to Californersegency
medical and trauma system. The bill would set forth the subjects to be
considered in the evaluation, and would require the authority to report
its findings to the chairs of specified legislative committees on or before
April 1, 2004.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: vyes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:
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SECTION 1. (a) The Emergency Medical Services Authority
shallconduct an evaluation of existing emergency care and trauma
care services, to assess their effectiveness in improving and
providing support to California’s emergency medical and trauma
system. In conducting the evaluation, the authority shall consider
all of the following:

(1) Access to emergency room care and services.

(2) Average waiting times for emergency services.

(3) Access to oncall physicians.

(4) The frequency with which emergency departments practice
diversion.

(5) The number of emergency department closures.

(6) Geographic access to emergency services.

(7) The financial stability of emergency medical and trauma
service providers.

(b) The authority shall report its findings pursuant to
subdivision (a) to the Chairs of the appropriate Senate and
Assembly policy, fiscal, and budget committees of the Legislature
on or before April 1, 2004.
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